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THINGSTO DO ATTRACTIONS & TOURS

THE GUIDE TO SOUTH LOSANGELES

by Paul Rogers

A historic region comprising two-dozen neighborhoods south of Downtown Los Angeles, the roots of what is known today as South Los
Angeles stretch back to the beginning of the 20th century. Rich in culture and music — intrinsic to the evolution of hip-hop and jazz — the 50
square miles formerly known as South Central immerses visitors in a multicultural urban melting pot evidenced by diverse cuisine, world-class
museums, and historic sites lingering from the many distinct chapters of an area that has exported its culture across the globe. Read on for
things to do, places to see, and eats to enjoy while in South LA.

Wake Up in South LA

From budget to luxury, the perfect hotel is waiting to host your trip to Los Angeles. Browse the Discover LA directory and book your stay today!

BOOK NOW

From eateries near Exposition Park to some of the best soul food you'll find anywhere, there's something for every palate and budget in South
LA.

Exposition Park Eats

23rd Street Café
936 W 23rd St., Los Angeles, CA 90007

Enjoy brunch from a menu of Indian, Mexican and American comfort foods; and cross-cultural fusion faves including
chicken tikka and chana saag burritos.

Caveman Kitchen
2215 Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007

Wood-fired rotisserie chicken meets fresh and flavorful, meat-heavy Latin-inspired dishes, with favorites including
Pollo Al Mojo, Lomo Saltado and Bistec Criollo.
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Ebaes
2314 S. Union Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007

Discover inventive new ways to enjoy social dining at this Asian fusion standout serving daringly spicy dishes with
sake, soju and home-brewed teas.

Everytable - South L.A.
1101 W. 23rd St., Los Angeles, CA 90007

Culturally diverse meals reflect the surrounding community, including scratch-cooked dishes like Kalua Pork,
Southern Shrimp & Grits, and Chicken Shawarma.

Tire Shop Taqueria
4069 S Avalon Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90011

At least two South LA taquerias have set up in tire shop parking lots, offering visitors an authentic, affordable taste
of local dining.

W South LA Starts

ILLTO

FFEE + KITCH

Guajillo Restaurant
6480 Santa Fe Ave., Huntington Park, CA 90255

Generous portions of classic, unpretentious Mexican fare, with friendly, attentive staff who make a hearty breakfast
even more enjoyable. Breakfast plates are less than $12!

Hilltop Coffee + Kitchen - Inglewood
170 N La Brea Ave, Inglewood, CA 90301

Flagship location of a burgeoning local chain that counts Issa Rae (Insecure) and Spencer Paysinger (All American)
among its partners.

Kathy's Kitchen
7701 Crenshaw Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90043

Get a healthy start to the day with organic juices and smoothies, plus locally grown organic produce and nutritious
meals to-go.

ORA Cafe
4331 Degnan Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90008

Community-centered Leimert Park spot for coffee and matcha.

Harun Coffee

4336 Degnan Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90008

Leimert Park coffee house with a new food menu by Alta Adams chef Keith Corbin.
Stuff | Eat

114 N Market St, Inglewood, CA 90301

Long-running Inglewood plant-based restaurant that serves breakfast all day on the weekends.

Soul

Delicious at the Dunbar
4229 S Central Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90011

Linger in the Dunbar's history with a meal at Delicious, where Southern cuisine takes on an Angeleno-Mexican twist
along with deep community roots.

Dulan's on Crenshaw Soul Food Restaurant
4859 Crenshaw Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90043

Dulan’s has been dishing out delicious soul food in LA for nearly a quarter-century, serving up large portions and an
overt community focus.

Earles on Crenshaw
3864 Crenshaw Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90008

Founded by brothers Cary and Duane Earle in 1992, Earle's serves a variety of gourmet hot dogs, from New York
classics to LA-inspired offerings and numerous vegan options.

Hawkins House of Burgers
11603 Slater St, Los Angeles, CA 90059

Enjoy a burger like no other at Hawkins, a former food stand that's evolved into a quintessential burger joint, where
owner Cynthia Hawkins exudes warm hospitality.
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1010 Wine

Jim Dandy Fried Chicken
11328 S Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90044

ﬁ“ Moist, super-flavorful chicken served with delicious hot sauce in simple, unpretentious surroundings. And don’t
#— overlook the raved-about corn fritters, banana pudding or rice!

Pepper's Jamaican-Belizean Cuisine
2166 W Slauson Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90047

There are big clues in the name: a diverse menu of Caribbean dishes infused with Belizean flair. Huge portions,
well-balanced flavors, and specialties including divine jerk chicken and oxtails.

Woody’s BBQ
1958 W Florence Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90047

With West Florence and Inglewood locations, Woody'’s is marking its 50th anniversary, which says much about the
quality of its succulent ribs, beef, links, chicken, and perfectly paired sides.

Somerville
4437 W. Slauson Ave., View Park-Windsor Hills, CA 90043

Dinner and drinks with a side of jazz.

holbox
3655 S Grand Ave #C9, Los Angeles, CA 90007

Located at Mercado La Paloma, the Michelin-starred Holbox features Gilberto Cetina's seafood from coastal Mexico
that showcases SoCal and Baja California.

1010 Wine and Events
1010 N. La Brea Avenue, Inglewood, CA 90302

Self-described as "the first and only wine bar in Inglewood,” 1010 Wine was founded by siblings Leslie and Le
Jones, who showcase Black-owned wines. They also host a lively Sunday brunch.

Harold & Belle's
2920 W. Jefferson Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90018-3339

Harold & Belle's serves vast portions of gourmet Creole cuisine, including elevated takes on spicy gumbo, fried
chicken, po’boy sandwiches and jambalaya.

Discover world-class museums in Exposition Park, and learn about South LA's extraordinary music legacy.

Exposition Park

California African American Museum
600 State Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90037

Founded in 1977 as the first African American museum of art, history and culture fully supported by a state, CAAM
gathers over 3,500 objects of art, artifacts and memorabilia.

California Science Center
700 Exposition Park Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90037

Learn about human invention and innovation, the processes of living things, and much more through family-friendly
hands-on experiences. Admission to permanent exhibitions is free!

Lucas Museum of Narrative Art
One Lucas Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90037

Opening in 2026, the museum was founded by filmmaker George Lucas and his wife, Mellody Hobson, to
encompass all forms of visual storytelling in an architecturally stunning space.

Natural History Museum of L os Angeles County
900 Exposition Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90007
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Learn how LA blossomed from pueblo to megalopolis and experience dinosaurs, dioramas, huge gem and mineral collections, and
Butterfly and Spider Pavilions.

University of Southern California
Exposition Blvd. / S Figueroa St., Los Angeles, CA 90089

One of the world’s most famous educational institutions, USC’s 226-acre main campus is mostly Romanesque
Revival buildings, with the oldest, the Widney Alumni House, dating to 1880.

Music History

Central Avenue
1401 S Central Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90021

World famous as simply “the Avenue” from the 1920s to 50s, this hub of the West Coast jazz scene also produced
music greats like Charles Mingus.

Dunbar Hotel
4225 S Central Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90011

The center of South LA’s jazz scene and Black community, the 1928 Dunbar Hotel attracted Louis Armstrong and
Ella Fitzgerald; and is now a communal space and affordable senior housing.

Nipsey Hussle Mural
3420 W Slauson Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90043

Nipsey Hussle was one of many legendary South LA rappers. Two murals in his memory grace an alley next to The
Marathon Clothing, where he was fatally shot in 2019.

Watts Towers
1765 E. 107th St., Los Angeles, CA 90002

Comprising 17 structures on the site of artist Simon Rodia’s original residence, this Art Brut landmark is a
centerpiece of historic Watts, a hip-hop hotbed from the genre’s earliest days.

Jefferson Park

Paul Revere Williams House
1271 W 35th St., Los Angeles, CA 90007

Pioneering architect Paul R. Williams was one of many notable residents of the Jefferson Park neighborhood,
including Oscar-winning actress Hattie McDaniel and civil rights activist Betty Hill.

Peace Awareness Labyrinth & Gardens
3500 W. Adams Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90018

Visitors are invited to "unwind the mind" by walking the stone labyrinth and meditate in the Asian-themed garden,
which features 16 water fountains, a koi pond and intimate seating areas.

Exposition Park

BMO Stadium
3939 S. Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, CA 90037

The state-of-the-art home of LAFC and Angel City FC soccer teams, this 22,000-seater also hosts boxing, concerts,
and will be a 2028 Summer Olympics venue.

Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum
3911 S. Figueroa St., Los Angeles, CA 90037

One of the world’s great stadiums, this stately landmark has hosted the USC Football team for 100+ years, two
Olympiads (and a third in 2028), Super Bowls and superstar concerts.
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