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THINGSTO DO ATTRACTIONS & TOURS

THE GUIDE TO LA'SBEACH CITIES

by Paul Rogers

LA’s Beach Cities epitomize utopian SoCal coastal life. Characterized by aspirational ocean-view homes, picturesque piers, surfing,
volleyball and miles of sun-soaked sand, today’s Beach Cities are also dining destinations and rich in eclectic retail. If you're flying into nearby
LAX for your Beach Cities stay, there are also attractions close to the airport that are well worth a visit before you head south.

Visitors can make LAX hotels their hub for exploring the Beach Cities as well as offering convenient access to world-class sports and events
venues in nearby Inglewood.

For an even deeper dive into the region, check out our Basic Guide to LAX and the Best Beaches in LA.

Wake Up by the Ocean

From budget to luxury, the perfect hotel is waiting to host your trip to Los Angeles. Browse the Discover LA directory and book your stay today!

BOOK NOW

From a beloved SoCal burger chain to high-end dining experiences, the Beach Cities offer something for every taste and budget.

Airport Eats

In-N-Out Burger - LAX
9149 S. Sepulveda Blvd, Westchester, CA 90045

A pair of airport-adjacent locations of this beloved SoCal burger chain serve Angelenos and visitors alike, including
one on the LAX flight path that's popular with plane spotters.

Courtyard Cafe
8939 S Sepulveda Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90045

Huge portions, reasonable prices and super close to LAX, Courtyard Café is open for breakfast and lunch but is
invisible from the street, so trust your GPS!
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Sustainabowl
8338 Lincoln Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90045

Ethically-sourced poké, vegan and artisanal acai bowls are the specialty of this Silicon Beach staple, which
prioritizes locally-sourced produce including fresh seafood delivered daily.

W Beach Breakfasts & Brunches
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The Butcher's Daughter - Venice
1205 Abbot Kinney Blvd, Venice, CA 90291

A vibrant vegetarian restaurant, café and juice bar with numerous vegan and gluten-free options, the Butcher’s
Daughter is also allergy conscious and accommodating of all diets.

Cafe Gratitude - Venice
512 Rose Avenue, Suite A, Venice, CA 90291

Start your day guilt-free with a plant-based breakfast or brunch at an eatery that's been doing it right since 2004,
including baked Italian quiche, chilaquiles and housemade tofu scramble.

Beachside Restaurant & Bar
4175 Admiralty Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292

Head to the remodeled Jamaica Bay Inn to enjoy this bright, casually tasteful dining room and canopied outdoor
area overlooking the beach, where a classic brunch is served from 7am.

The Chori-Man
2309 S. Alma St., San Pedro, CA 90731

Renowned for the chorizos and meats he supplies to restaurants, Humberto Raygoza's signature Breakfast Burrito
is made with chorizo, soyrizo or chile verde; crispy potatoes, two runny eggs and cheese.

Gjusta
320 Sunset Avenue, Venice, CA 90291

This distinctly SoCal deli, bakery/café/market serves seasonal all-day breakfast delights including quiche, morning
flatbread pizza, frittata, and a delectable granola, yogurt and fruit bowl.

Mercedes Grille
14 Washington Blvd, Marina del Rey, CA 90292

Serving nouveau Latin cuisine influenced by South and Central America, Spain and the Caribbean amid cool vibes.
Breakfast is served until 2pm and Latin Breakfast till 4pm.

Phanny’s
1021 S Pacific Coast Hwy, Redondo Beach, CA 90277

For over 40 years, the quaintly home-style Phanny’s has been serving great coffee, marvelous mimosas, and the
South Bay’s most revered breakfast burrito, known for its spicy salsa zing.

Playa Provisions
119 Culver Blvd, Playa del Rey, CA 90293

"Top Chef" champ Brooke Williamson features four restaurant concepts in a 7,000 square-foot space, from the
casual King Cafe to the spirited Grain Whiskey Bar.

The Rockefeller
418 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, CA 90254

With locations in all three Beach Cities, the Rockefeller serves simple but eclectic fare, craft beers, and a daily
brunch at its Hermosa and MB restaurants.

RYLA
1220 Hermosa Ave, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254

RYLA'’s Japan-influenced coastal cuisine reflects the backgrounds of chefs Ray Hayashi and his wife Cynthia
Hetlinger, with brunch choices including shoyu ramen and breakfast fried rice.

Turquoise Restaur ant
1735 S Catalina Ave, Redondo Beach, CA 90277

Mediterranean cuisine always sits well with seaside settings, and this organic eatery is no exception. Try
homemade yogurt and hummus, sirloin or tofu kebabs, or grab tapas and drinks.

Wildflower Café
600 S Pacific Coast Hwy, Redondo Beach, CA 90277

Indoors or on their covered patio, Wildflower Café offers extensive breakfast and lunch menus and charming
service. Little wonder that there’s a waitlist for weekend dining!

Boardwalk Lunch
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Lalsla Bonita
400 Rose Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90291

Since 1987, this stalwart Mexican food truck has parked at 4th and Rose, offering friendly family staff, honest
pricing (cash only), raved-about seafood and more.

The Sidewalk Cafe
1401 Ocean Front Walk, Venice, CA 90291

This long-running Venice landmark augments generous helpings of quality fare with a shaded patio and built-in
entertainment from nearby street performers and primo people watching.

The Wee Chippy
1301 Ocean Front Walk, Venice, CA 90291

If you don’t want to break up your day with an elaborate meal, grab a quick fish & chips lunch at the wonderful Wee
Chippy, run by Scotsman Joe Gorrie.

Here's Looking at You, Venice

RI
BEAUTY

Surf 'n Mirth

American Beauty - Venice
425 Rose Ave., Venice, CA 90291

This neighborhood steakhouse is a monument not only to wood-grilled beef but also creative seafood and
vegetarian dishes, plus a bar boasting craft cocktails and over 200 global wines.

Casablanca Restaur ant
220 Lincoln Blvd, Venice, CA 90291-2810

The world’s oldest movie-themed restaurant, famed for handmade tortillas and calamari steak served in a romantic
ambiance inspired by the eponymous Bogart/Bergman 1942 classic.

Coucou
218 Main St, Venice, CA 90291

A celebration of the aperitif culture and artisanal cocktails of the bars and bistros of France, Coucou serves
elevated French favorites, classic cocktails, and fine Cali and Gallic wines.

Dudley Market
9 Dudley Ave., Venice, CA 90291

The charms of this (mostly) locals’ (mostly) seafood wine bar aren’t lost on visitors, who appreciate low bottle prices
and super-fresh fish caught by the staff.

Felix Trattoria
1023 Abbot Kinney Blvd., Venice, CA 90291

Exceptional pizza, pasta, antipasti and desserts served in an uncluttered, quietly elegant space by warm,
welcoming staff — and conveniently located on trendy Abbot Kinney Boulevard.

Night + Market Sahm
2533 Lincoln Blvd., Venice, CA 90291

This Thai eatery and market marries Bangkok buzz to SoCal chill, gathering friends over bold food and natural
libations, including the likes of Gwyneth Paltrow and Leonardo DiCaprio.

The Arthur J
903 Manhattan Ave, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

This dramatically elevated neighborhood steakhouse also offers divine seafood, delightful appetizers, and an
incredibly comprehensive wine list amidst sleek retro vibes.

AttaGirl
1238 Hermosa Ave., Hermosa Beach, CA 90254

Opened in 2024 by the team behind Fishing With Dynamite, RYLA and The Arthur J, AttaGirl is a vibrant
Mediterranean-style experience replete with wittily-named cocktails.

City Cruises Premier Dinner Cruise
13755 Fiji Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292

Champagne in hand, cast off from Fisherman’s Village for this 2.5-hour upscale cruise featuring a three-course prix
fixe dinner, scenic views and DJ entertainment.

Dear Jane's
13950 Panay Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292

Marina views and timeless tastes intuitively harmonize at this waterside gem specializing in classic American
seafood, from clams casino to surf ‘n turf, and throwback personalized service.
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Esperanza Cocina de la Playa
309 Manhattan Beach Blvd, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

With its prime location just blocks from the ocean, remarkable architecture, and modern interpretations of traditional
Sonoran cuisine, this is the place for that special celebration or date.

Fishing With Dynamite
1148 Manhattan Ave., Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

East Coast meets West at this bright, 32-seat eatery anchored by a lively oyster bar and a menu of both traditional
and “new school” artisanal seafood dishes with global influences.

Little Sister
1131 Manhattan Ave., Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

Open for dinner daily, Little Sister is an East-meets-West collision of food cultures borne out of European
colonization of Southeast Asia, including French, Dutch and British influences.

Palmilla Cocina Y Tequila - Hermosa Beach
39 Pier Ave, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254

Soak up sea breezes on the patio or mid-century modern vibes in the sophisticated dining room while savoring
home-style Mexican cuisine plus premium tequilas, mezcals and global wines.

SALT Restaurant & Bar
13534 Bali Way, Marina del Rey, CA 90292

Marina views, outdoor seating, and timeless dishes transformed into flavor-forward marvels have earned SALT the
approval of loyal locals and returning visitors alike.

San Pedro Fish Market - San Pedro
1190 Nagoya Way, San Pedro, CA 90731

Now in its fourth generation of family ownership, SPFM is best known for its World Famous Shrimp Tray - Shrimp &
Veggie Mix seared “A la Plancha” style (serves 2-4).

Sea L evel Restaurant & Lounge

): I |p\ 655 North Harbor Drive, Redondo Beach, CA 90277

AURANT= LO! Nestled inside the luxurious Shade Redondo Beach hotel, Sea Level offers award-winning coastal cuisine in a
comfy modern space with jaw-dropping views from Malibu to Palos Verdes.

Steak & Whisky
117 Pier Ave., Hermosa Beach, CA 90254

It’s all in the name: dry-aged prime meats and an impressive whisky selection inside a Californian take on a classic
American tavern, plus seafood, cocktails, and wine by the glass.

Trani’s Dockside Station
311 e 22nd street, San Pedro, CA 90731

The latest from one of San Pedro's best known restaurant families opened at the LA Waterfront on the 98th
anniversary of the original Trani's Majestic Cafe.

311 e 22nd street, San Pedro, CA 90731

A favorite of performers and audiences since 1978, known for Jay Leno’s long-running Sunday residency but also regularly hosting the
likes of Gabriel Iglesias, Arsenio Hall, and Daniel Tosh.

The Lighthouse Cafe
30 Pier Ave, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254

Enjoy live music and DJs perfectly paired with bold, classic flavors by chef Joshua Luce and a cultured cocktail
program by Lee Farrell.

Boardwalk This Way

Venice Boardwalk
Ocean Front Walk, Venice, CA 90291

Street artists, specialty shops, eateries, million-dollar homes, skaters, rollerbladers and colorful characters combine
into something that’'s more a bucket-list experience than just a tourist attraction.

Small World Books
1407 Ocean Front Walk, Venice, CA 90291
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